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ABSTRACT 

Alterations in the sex hormones causes significant variation in gingival keratinization. The 

study is based on comparing the pattern of keratinization in post-menopausal women and 

women of reproductive age. The aim of this study is to evaluate and compare the pattern of 

keratinization in post-menopausal women and women of reproductive age using Papanicolaou 

stain. Sample collection was done. Papanicolaou staining procedure was carried out. Stained 

slides were viewed under microscope for the evaluation. The results were entered in spss 
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software version 21. Comparing the cell differentiation types between the study groups and 

Comparison of cell differentiation types within the study groups were done. Alteration in sex 

hormones cause variation in gingival keratinization. Physiological levels of oestrogen and 

progesterone in pregnancy stimulates prostaglandin synthesis. 

 

 


